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would see before long that this was not a question merely
between Serbia and Austria, but a European question."25
Later in the evening, Sazonov telegraphed to his Charge
d'Affaires in Belgrade that if the Serbians felt helpless in
case of an Austrian invasion, they had better offer no
resistance, but retire without fighting and appeal to the
Powers for protection.26 But whatever advice Sazonov gave
is said not to have reached Belgrade until after the Serbian
reply had been handed to Giesl at 6 o'clock on July 25.271
Sir Edward Grey telegraphed on Friday at 9:30 P.M.
that "Serbia ought certainly to express concern and regret
that any officials, however subordinate, should have been
accomplices in murder of the Archduke, and promise, if this
is proved, to give fullest satisfaction;" for the rest, "to
reply as they consider the interests of Serbia require;"
and, in order to avert military action by Austria, "to give
a favorable reply on as many points as possible within the
limit of time, and not to meet Austria with a blank nega-
tive." He added, with an eye to preserving Entente soli-
darity, "Consult with your Russian and French colleagues
as to saying this to Serbian Government. Serbian Minister
here implores us to give some indication of our views, but
I cannot take responsibility of giving more advice than
above, and I do not like to give that without knowing what
Russian and French Governments are saying at Bel-
25 Spalajkovitch to Pashitch, My 24; SBE., 36.  If Spalajkovitch^ or
Bazonov may have sent other messages to Belgrade while the Serbian
reply was being framed, either advising moderation or promising Russian
support, they have not been published.  The Serbian Minister at Vienna,
however, stated "that active exchange of telegrams is taking place between
Belgrade and St. Petersburg, and that, in his opinion, reply of Serbian
Government will depend on result of this correspondence" (Bunsen to
Grey, July 24, 1:30 P.M,; B.D., 93).
26 Tg. 1487, July 24; Schilling's Diary, pp. 33, 86.  See also BJD., 125;
and BD., 221, quoted in preceding chapter, note 45.
27Seton-Watson, p. 257 note; cf. also Crackanthorpe to Grey, July
25, 12:30P.M.: "My Russian colleague and new French Minister .. .
are as yet without instructions" (BD., 111).